
 

2020 is officially Hind Sight…  

“What lies behind us and 
what lies before us are tiny 
matters compared to what 
lies within us”—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

What lies within a 
Scout? 

 
Scout Spirit—

Living the Scout 
Oath and Law 

Daily. 

Three Rivers POST 
Please submit your 

comments, feedback or 

suggestions to 

:japb@mindspring.com  

Please include ―Three 

Rivers Post‖ in the 

subject. 

The intent of this 

newsletter is keep 

leaders informed and 

provide resources 

needed to support the 

mission of BSA 

Scouting.   
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Wreaths Across 

America 

Several units from 

around our District 

participated in the 

Wreaths Across 

America memorial 

event.   

 

Wreaths Across 

America is a na-

tional nonprofit or-

ganization whose 

mission is to Re-

member, Honor and 

Teach (Remember 

the fallen, honor 

those who serve, 

and teach the value 

of freedom).     

 

The Ceremonies 

across America in 

all 50 states was 

coordinated with 

the ceremony at 

Arlington National 

Cemetery.   

Last year 2019 2.2 million veter-

ans’ wreaths were placed in 

honor to those who served.   

Thank you to the Scouts that par-

ticipated.  This year, 2021, will 

be the 30th year that veterans’ 

wreaths will be placed at Arling-

ton National Cemetery.   

 

Note: Wreaths Across America 

in 2018 placed veterans’ wreaths 

at Normandy-American Ceme-

tery in France.  Every year since 

2008, Congress proclaims a Sat-

urday in December as National 

Wreaths Across America Day.   

 

If your unit desires to participate 

go to the Wreaths Across Amer-

ica Website and search for a spe-

cific cemetery that you would 

like to volunteer to help.   

 

Let your District Leaders know, 

we can help you coordinate with 

an existing cemetery in our Dis-

trict or help with sponsoring a 

new cemetery.  

 
 Link to Photos 
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Duty to Country—Scouts participate in Wreaths Across America! 

THREE  R I VER S PO ST  

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/bwg_gallery/2020-wreaths-across-america/
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Service to our com-

munity. 

On Saturday Decem-
ber 5th, local Boy 
Scout units from the 
Three Rivers District 
(Troop 198, and Troop 
100) provided commu-
nity service to an eld-
erly women, and re-
ceived so much more 
in return.  Scout units 
were called upon to 
provide community 
service for a 91 year 
old who needed her 
yard raked from the 
fallen leaves.  She 
watched from her win-
dow as young people 
worked hard in her 
yard.  The scouts 
wanted to do so much 
more than rake up 
leaves, so they 
trimmed some hedges, re-
moved an old stump and with 
the help of Attaway Tree Ser-
vice (who happened to be in 
the area) removed a fallen 
tree from her backyard. 
 
When the yard work was 
complete, she came out on 
her porch with the aid of her 
walker to thank everyone. 
 She spoke in a gentle voice 
and expressed how grateful 
she was for the young people 
who cleaned her yard.  She 
said she was not concerned 
about the future of our coun-
try as long as there are young 
people of good character and 

ethics like those before her 
who will one day run our 
country.  She is a former 

teacher, and spoke as a 
teacher, sharing her 
wisdom.  She left us 
with a final lesson, one 
that she shared with her 
former students, "this 
was not her class room 
it is ours”.   What a won-
derful gift, her gentle 
words of wisdom at age 
91, so well spoken.  
John Bryant, District 
Chairman, shared "I felt 
that I gave so little and 
received so much more 
in return."   Mark Self, 
District Commissioner 
along with other adult leaders 

attended to ensure the safety 

of our youth.   

 

The mission of the Boy 
Scouts of America is to pre-
pare young people to make 
ethical and moral choices 
over their lifetimes by instilling 
in them the values of the 

Scout Oath and Law.   

If you, or anyone you know is 
interested in learning more 
about the scouting program 
and the service it provides to 
our community please contact 
John Bryant at 

japb@mindspring.com. 

 

Link to Photos 
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To Help Other People at all Times—Service to our Community. 

mailto:japb@mindspring.com?subject=Scouting%20in%20the%20Three%20Rivers%20District
http://3rivers1bsa.org/bwg_gallery/leeds-service-project/


Religious Committee 

Declaration of Religious 

Principle: The Boy Scouts 

of America maintains that 

no member can grow into 

the best kind of citizen 

without recognizing an 

obligation to God, and, 

therefore, recognized the 

religious element in the 

training of the member, 

but is absolutely nonsec-

tarian in its attitude toward 

that religious training.  Its 

policy is that the home and 

organization or group with 

which a member is con-

nected shall give definite atten-

tion to religious life.   

 

Our District Chaplain Anna 

Tucker is assembling our 

Districts’ Religious Com-

mittee. 

 

The District Chaplain has 

been charged to promote 

the religious emblems pro-

gram, Train Troop Chap-

lains, prepare resources for 

our Troop Chaplains and 

Chaplain Aides, and to or-

ganize an outreach program 

that provides spiritual growth 

within the community.  Details 

will be a collective effort of the 

religious committee. 

  

In early 2021, there will be a co-

ordinated effort to find, train and 

organize Troop Chaplains for 

our religious committee, which 

will support our District Chaplain 

in providing resources and op-

portunities that will aide in our 

understanding of ―Duty to God‖.  

They will be available to assist 

units in developing and conduct-

ing unit religious services as part 

of their program. 

 

Please let those in your unit 

know that the phone is ringing, 

this is the call someone from your 

unit has been waiting on, a call to 

support our District and our youth 

in growing closer to God and sup-

porting them in their 

faith development.  If 

you know of a leader 

in your Unit that is in-

terested in serving as a 

Troop Chaplain please 

let Anna Tucker know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email  

pray4bsa.annatucker@gmail.com 
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Duty to God—Growing in our Faith 

THREE  R I VER S PO ST  

“No man is much good unless he 

believes in God and obeys his 

laws.  So every Scout should have 

a religion.”  - Robert Baden—

http://3rivers1bsa.org/advancement/religion/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/advancement/religion/
mailto:pray4bsa.annatucker@gmail.com?subject=Three%20Rivers%20District%20Religious%20Committee
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The New Year and 

COVID-19. 

2021 is a few months away and 

it looks like we’re going to bring 

COVID-19 into the new year 

with us for a few months.  Op-

eration Warp Speed was devel-

oped by the U.S. government 

with public and private partners, 

to facilitate and accelerate the 

development, manufacturing, 

and distribution of COVID-19 

vaccines.  Operation Warp 

Speed was announced on May 

15, 2020.  Currently several 

COVID-19 vaccines are in de-

velopment, with phase 3 clinical 

trials being conducted for all but 

one.  The first doses are ex-

pected before the end of 2020 

for high risk people.  Planning 

for a large scale distribution of 

the vaccine is underway.  ―Be-

Prepared‖ to mask-up for a few 

more months into the new year 

and follow BSA reopening 

checklist/protocols. 

 

The year 2020 has been a chal-

lenge for Scouters around the 

world, a challenge that they 

faced like hard working oxen 

moving at a steady slow pace, 

always heading forward to meet 

any and all obstacles in their 

path.  A result of this hard work, 

several intelligent leaders work-

ing in the background have put 

together resources to aid us in 

re-opening our units in a safe 

manner, putting the outing back 

into scouting.  Checklist and 

protocols provided by BSA Na-

tional for our use with our Char-

tered Organization to safely re-

open is referenced below.   

 

Lets welcome 2021 and prepare 

our units for an exciting adven-

ture in Scouting!   

 

Reference: 

CDC Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention 

BSA Restart Scouting Checklist 

Operation Warp Speed 

 

COVID-19: Are You at Higher 

Risk for Severe Illness? 

 

Are you in the high risk cate-

gory?  You might be surprised to 

see what is on the list found on 

the CDC website. 

 

Coping with Covid-19 

Series of Videos:(Scouting.org) 

 

1. Message from BSA’s National Di-

rector of Program 

2. Time with Your Kids 

3. Handling Stress Around Children 

4. Guiding your Kids Through Disap-

pointment 

5. Assessing Mine and My Family’s 

Mental Health 

6. A Special Message to Grandchildren 

7. Dealing with Signs of Loneliness 

and Anxiety 

8. Recognizing Signs of An Abusive 

Relationship 

9. Conflict With Not Going Out 

COVID-19 Patch 

(Limited Edition) 

 

Time is running Out—Deadline 

to earn this patch has been set.  

We will soon be reflecting on 

COVID, it will be a historical 

event in our past that we sur-

vived. 

 

We have exceeded our Goal of 

1000 Service Hours and trying to 

hit 2000 service hours. 

 

Its not too late to earn this patch 

and supplies are limited and time 

is running out.   

 

The deadline to earn this patch 

will be May 11, 2021, the date 

the first patch was awarded in 

2020. 

 
Checkout those that have earned 

this patch.   

(Click Here) 
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Safety—COVID-19 Update 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html
http://3rivers1bsa.org/links/bsa-safety/bsa-restart-scouting-checklist/
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/explaining-operation-warp-speed/index.html
https://youtu.be/qb7shu_sdQ0
https://youtu.be/qb7shu_sdQ0
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.scouting.org/coping-with-covid-19/?utm_source=scoutingwire&utm_campaign=swvolunteer7222020&utm_medium=email&utm_content=
https://vimeo.com/432158188
https://vimeo.com/432158188
https://vimeo.com/432157886
https://vimeo.com/432158045
https://vimeo.com/432158122
https://vimeo.com/432158122
https://vimeo.com/432157979
https://vimeo.com/432157979
https://vimeo.com/432158297
https://vimeo.com/432157757
https://vimeo.com/432157757
https://vimeo.com/432158215
https://vimeo.com/432158215
https://vimeo.com/432157830
http://3rivers1bsa.org/covid-19-patch/
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Scholarships available. 

Eagle Scout Scholarships 

The Greater Alabama Council is pleased to an-

nounce that an Eagle Scout Scholarship Award 

has been established by the Charles Richard 

Byrd, Jr. family. This award is open to Eagle 

Scouts of the Greater Alabama Council, Boy 

Scouts of America. The scholarship is for 

$1,000 to an accredited 2-year or 4-year school 

within the state of Alabama. 

  

The Greater Alabama Council is also pleased to 

announce that two (2) to four (4) Eagle Scout 

Scholarship Awards have been established by 

James T. Stephens. These awards are open to 

Eagle Scouts of the Greater Alabama Council, 

Boy Scouts of America. The scholarships are 

for $3,000 yearly for up to four years of col-

lege.  

  

For eligibility requirements and application proce-

dures, please click on links  below. 

 

Charles Richard Byrd Jr. Scholarship (Download 

PDF) 

 

James T. Stephens Scholarship 

(Download PDF)  

 

Listing of Other Scholarships Available on our 

Website.  Learn More 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svgoL3rk4qH9JcAhFdlrWwbiuMnePLnqJNkq0jqR4PgBIR1ubw7PE59Ptxl-_vWmVmWmCjKLWHCcbds_KjmnDXWZbARqOHzMczUgQMxOQH3tc5uz2M2g0l0RDs0OgxkZsJyH6S8eEu2fXRnzzXnAzJg7-qPVM1TN3J9sqrC2u9qJa5K32I2IVNKAYCjcQYdR1TEQq50jFlbYR4MecAM3PiTqw1O5Jeaeo
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001svgoL3rk4qH9JcAhFdlrWwbiuMnePLnqJNkq0jqR4PgBIR1ubw7PE59Ptxl-_vWmmJAteAk6rWtIlGXPNFRJq20poCYfPlbJQOm2beJ4mPjxeMCPM2_JA0UNpkUmQfQv63dyxWvqDQg9wMAuoqarDZXNB8X2pgPeKXJ50kf4h0QzHxVRV9kmCMODo-h4peUoZWj2UsvLeCYzmoYT3iFKGJbkQ_EBtlN_7
http://3rivers1bsa.org/advancement/scholarships/
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Winter Camporee  

Winter Camporee is scheduled for February 19-21st at Whipporwill.   

Theme will be ―Leave No Trace‖.  Registration is Open.   

Registration and leaders guide can be found on our website.   

Learn More. 

Page  7 

Current Events—Upcoming Highlights 

District Schedule Changes. 

District Merit Badge Day 
Merit Badge Day for 2021 will not be on the first Saturday of February as in has been traditionally in the 

past, due to increase in COVID cases.  The District has made the commitment to make every effort to of-

fer Merit Badge Day in-person where our scouts can be engaged in the learning process.  As of the print-

ing of this newsletter Merit Badge Day has been moved out to April.  Details to come, please visit our 

website (ThreeRivers1BSA.org) and click on the link ―Current Events‖ for the latest updates.  If your in-

terested in volunteering to support this event as either a helper, or a merit badge instructor, please reach 

out to Trey Finlay. 

 

District Pinewood Derby 

Pinewood derby has been moved out to March 27, 2021.  This event will be 

in-person with limited numbers to support social distancing along with a live-

stream to our district.  Details are currently being worked out.  If your inter-

ested in supporting this event as a volunteer please reach out to Robb Letts.  

Details will be captured on our website as they become available. 

 

District Banquet 

This event will honor first responders and will be in September.  This is going to be a fantastic Awards 

Banquet.  If your interested in volunteering to support this event please reach out to Robb Letts. 

Units should be nominating their leaders for Outstanding Scouter Award.   Details can be found on our 

website. 

 

Roundtable (January) 

Roundtable—Theme will be Pinewood Derby.  This will most likely be a zoom roundtable.  Due to in-

crease COVID-19 cases we will not meet in-person.  Please join in and participate.  Event details to be 

shared along with ideas for your upcoming Pinewood Derby and Pack Meetings.  Date:  January 7th. 

 

http://3rivers1bsa.org/camporee-2021/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/
Chttp://3rivers1bsa.org/event/pinewood-derby-three-rivers-district/
3rivers1bsa.org/leader-recognition/#OutstandingScouter
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Your District Operations Overview 
We are here to serve our Units  

District Overview 

The District leaders ensure the 

growth and success of our units.  

The areas of responsibility are 

broken down into four functions.   

 

1.  Membership – Works to 

grow Scouting in our commu-

nity, they strive to recruit more 

youth into our program and re-

tain those who are currently 

members.  They build relation-

ships with our chartered partners 

and work to create new scouting 

units in areas that are under-

served.  Vice Chair (Shanika 

Lawson), DE (Brooke 

Yarbrough) 

 

2.  Finance – Responsible for 

the financial aspects of Scouting.  

They assist units with their fi-

nances, help to provide fundrais-

ing opportunities and training on 

proper budgeting practices.  

They foster relationships with 

current supporters of Scouting 

and work to develop relation-

ships with new supporters.  They 

raise the funds required to get 

more families involved in our 

great program.  Vice Chair 

(Vacant), DE (Logan Black) 

 

3.  Program – Concentrates on 

ensuring Scouts receive the 

mountain-top experience.  They 

create and provide program ex-

perience for our youth.  These 

experiences can include:  Cam-

porees, Day Camps, Summer 

Camps, Merit Badge Days, etc… 

They work to ensure that every 

leader is trained and provide leader-

ship trainings during the year.  They 

help units leaders understand Scout-

ing’s advancement program and 

help our scouts on their journey to 

become Eagle Scouts.  They pro-

mote and encourage attendance and 

participation in service projects, 

summer camps and other events.   

Vice Chair (Doris Henry), DE 

(Joshua Warren) 

 

4- Unit Service -  This function is 

carried out through Commissioner 

Service.  Commissioners are experi-

enced Scouters who help chartered 

organizations and unit leaders 

achieve the aims of Scouting.  

Commissioners are the units lead-

ers’ best friend, they work with 

them, they provide coaching and 

consultation to help ensure the suc-

cess of every Scouting unit.  Each 

of the four functions have several 

sub-committees made up from Dis-

trict leaders.  District Commis-

sioner (Mark Self) 

 

There is a special committee called 

the Nominating Committee which 

works year-round with the District 

Chair and District Commissioner to 

recruit and fill vacancies in the Dis-

trict Committee and Commissioner 

Corps.  Currently the position for 

the Nominating Committee Chair is 

vacant with high hopes to have the 

position  filled by the end of Janu-

ary 2021 

 

If you are interested in serving on 

our District Committee let either 

the District Chair for District 

Commissioner know.  . 

Please visit our website for: 

Listing of the District Committee. 

Organization Chart 

Learn More: The District 

Advancement Update 

JT Dabbs GAC Scout Execu-

tive/CEO issued an email on De-

cember 28th with a brief update 

on  Advancement, including Time 

Extensions. 

 

―Council Advancement Commit-

tees are advised that after Dec. 31, 

2020, there is no plan to authorize 

COVID extensions as has been 

allowed during 2020. It is possi-

ble, however, that as of Jan. 1, 

2021, COVID could become a 

circumstance that warrants an ex-

tension if it qualifies under the 

three tests listed in 9.0.4.0. Note 

that existing COVID extensions 

granted between Oct. 1, 2020, and 

Dec. 31, 2020, will expire three 

months after they were granted.‖ 

 

Read Email 

 

 

http://3rivers1bsa.org/about-2/district-committee/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/about-2/org-chart/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/about-2/district-committee/district-overview/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/advancement/extension-request-for-rank-of-eagle-scout/covid-19-extension/
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Scouting @ Home 

Scouting At Home 

Resources available to units and Scouters on activities that can be done while at home.   

Lots of helpful links.  If you have your own set of links please share (japb@mindspring.com) 
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Educational Activities while at Home  

A Scout is helpful. A Scout cares about other people. A Scout willingly volunteers to help 

others without expecting payment or reward.  

 

The Scout Oath states ―to help other people at all times‖. 

A Scout is Helpful 

There has been a recommendation by the District Committee to add a listing of all our units on our web-

site.  This will help our community find us!.  The page is currently in-progress and needs your Units sup-

port.  The page will contain your unit #, meeting schedule, chartered organization and contact informa-

tion.    Please review and submit any updates including your units personal webpage or FB page.  Please 

submit updates to Webmaster@3Rivers1BSA.org to have it included.  Thank You for your Support! 

View page here. 

Unit PIN—Helping our Community to find-you.    

Flag Retirement 

Boy Scouts of America is one of the very few organization that have an official code for flag retirement?  

Respect for our nation’s symbols are an integral part of being a reverent, responsible Scout; thus we have 

specific rules for the appropriate retirement of the 

United States flag.  In fact, conducting a flag retirement 

ceremony is a very meaningful opportunity for Scouts 

and Scouters to reflect on the meaning of the flag as a 

great symbol of freedom. 

 

The BSA Hand book states “A national flag that is 

worn beyond repair may be burned in a fire.  The cere-

mony should be conducted with dignity and respect and 

the flag burned completely to ashes.” 

If your unit conducts a flag retirement ceremony, we 

would like to hear about it. 

Link to Ceremonies and Flag Etiquette                 Troop 4199, and Troop 5199 

ScoutingWire—Everything a Scout Should Know About U.S. Flag Retirement 

http://3rivers1bsa.org/advancement/scouting-at-home/
mailto:japb@mindspring.com?subject=Helpful%20Scouting%20Links%20for%20website%20consideration.
mailto:Webmaster@3Rivers1BSA.org?subject=Three%20Rivers%20Unit%20Info%20Listing%20for%20Website.
http://3rivers1bsa.org/about-2/about-us-units/
http://3rivers1bsa.org/links/u-s-flag-etiquette/
https://scoutingwire.org/everything-a-scout-should-know-about-u-s-flag-retirement/


BSA Mission Statement   
(Reference: Guide to Advancement 2019)  

The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make ethical and 

moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and 

Scout Law. 

 

The Aims of Scouting 
Every Scouting activity moves young people toward the basic aims of: character develop-

ment, citizenship training, leadership, and mental and physical fitness. 

Age-Appropriate Guidelines for Scouting Activities  
This chart provides an at-a-glance reference to activity guidelines that are based on the mental, physical, 

emotional, and social maturity of youth members. 

Guide to Safe Scouting  
The Guide to Safe Scouting is the unit leaders’ guide to current policies and procedures. 

The Sweet 16 of BSA Safety  
As an aid in the continuing effort to protect participants in Scout activity, the BSA National Health & 

Safety Committee have developed 16 points that embody good judgment and common sense for all activi-

ties. 

Health and Safety News  
The Health and Safety Service provides periodic updates for Scouting leaders on a variety of relevant 

health- and safety-related topics. 

Youth Protection 

Resources for the Cub Scout, Boy Scout, and Venturing programs. 

Youth Protection Information 

 

General Resources 

On my Honor 

I will do my BEST 

https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/aims-and-methods/
https://www.scouting.org/resources/guide-to-advancement/
https://www.scouting.org/programs/cub-scouts/aims-and-methods/
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/HealthSafety/pdf/680-685.pdf
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/toc/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/sweet16/
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/hs-newsletter/
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/cub-scout/
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/scouts-bsa/
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/venturing/
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
https://www.scouting.org/training/youth-protection/

